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Cross-cultural Encounters in Literature

America has been from its beginning a country in which many cultures mix , combine and collide. My research on American
literature has exploredhow South Asian thought and religion have influenced some 19th and 20th century American novelists. This
kind of interest is somewhat different from the Orientalism that has dominated the East-West encounter. Some American writers
have imaginatively participated in South Asian religious forms, and while their visions are not necessarily true or accurate, they are
noteworthy as an attempt to transcend cultural boundaries and find a personal meaning in a foreign culture. These moments of
openness become especially meaningful today, as cultural difference often leads to violence and estrangement between individuals or
even whole nations. In pursuing research projects like these , | hope to discover how literature can provide a medium for more creative
and constructive dialogue between cultures.
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Applied Linguistics
My main interest is in the field of vocabulary acquisition in a second language. As a teacher of English, | have always been interested in
how students can best memorize and use new vocabulary. It is after all, a crucial aspect of learning a new language. In recent years
| have become interested in the area of formulaic language and how formulaic sequences can help learners improve their written and
spoken fluency. There has been a growth of research in this area in the past two decades, and | am interested in seeing the effect it
may have on how we teach vocabulary to learners in years to come.
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